Strains of Escherichia coli isolated from systemic infections of humans exhibited marked intraperitoneal and intracerebral virulence for mice. This marked virulence was not exhibited by enteropathogenic strains.
strains of Escherichia coli isolated from severe, nonenteric, systemic infections of adult humans were strikingly virulent for mice when inoculated intraperitoneally with a 5% hog gastric mucin adjuvant [1,000 to 10,000 times more virulent than enteropathogenic (EP) strains]. The same degree of mouse virulence was noted when the strains were inoculated intracerebrally in the absence of the mucin adjuvant (approximately 5,000 times more virulent than EP strains). These studies, however, were limited to 10 strains and it was deemed necessary to confirm these observations to establish the uniformity of this virulence characteristic. Accordingly, the clinical literature was surveyed, and strains were requested from the authors of reports of severe systemic human infection due to E. coli. Eighteen strains were received. The case histories and clinical information are reported in the literature (1, (5) (6) (7) (8) 
